
Learn How to Help Prevent Ocean Pollution 

Runoff Scavenger Hunt – What is in your neighborhood? 

Directions: Take a walk around your neighborhood and search for items that 
cause ocean pollution and find your neighborhood storm drain system. 

How many can you find? 

Common Pollutants in Runoff 

These common pollutants are washed by rain, hoses and sprinklers and runoff into 
the storm drain. These drains make up the storm drain system. Can you find them?

What is Runoff? Runoff is water from rain and outdoor water use that drains from roofs, 
driveways, streets and other areas that don’t soak water into the ground. As runoff flows over 
surfaces it will pick up and carry pollutants to the storm drain. In Orange County, the storm drains 
carry runoff to local waterways, like the Santa Ana River, where it flows untreated to the ocean.   
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