
Recycling/Organics/Trash Contamination Monitoring and Enforcement 
Under California Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383), cities across California including the City of Fountain 
Valley, are required to take steps that reduce greenhouse gas emissions by requiring the recycling 
of organic waste and enforcing stricter regulations on waste disposal to reduce the amount of 
trash going to the landfill. 

As required by the State to ensure compliance with SB 1383, local jurisdictions must establish 
and implement enforcement programs that monitor recycling, organic, and trash carts for 
contamination starting January 2024. 

What is Recycling Contamination? 
Contamination occurs when you place items in the wrong cart. For example, if you are putting all 
your recyclables in plastic bags, the plastic bag would be considered a contaminant because it is 
not accepted in the recycling program. Please empty your organics and recyclable materials 
directly into your carts to give them the best chance of becoming new products. Each waste cart 
has a guide on top of the lid showing what materials are acceptable. Detailed information on the 
correct placement of materials is also available on the City's Recycling webpage. 

Why Reducing Contamination Matters 
As we mentioned previously, contaminants can have serious negative consequences for your 
recycling program. Here are just a few examples: 

• Your cart may not be emptied – If the driver who collects your cart notices a large
amount of contamination, he/she may not be able to empty your cart.

• Degrading material values – Contamination will degrade the quality of the
recyclables, which in turn lessens their market value and may even render baled
materials unmarketable.

• Reducing recycling rates – Contamination can cause materials that would otherwise
be recycled to be landfilled. For instance, bottles and cans can get lodged in film wrap
or plastic bags and will end up landfilled instead of sorted.

• Breaking recycling machinery – Not all recycling machinery is equipped to take all
types of material. Some items, like plastic film/bags, can jam up sorting equipment if it
is put in the recycling container.

• Causing safety hazards for recycling workers – Some materials need to be
collected a certain way due to safety concerns for recycling workers. For instance,
medical or electronic waste can be a very dangerous contaminant if it is added to the
recycling container.

What happens if I do not properly sort my recyclables/organics/trash? 
Upon identification of prohibited contaminants in the cart by the waste hauler, businesses and 
residents may receive a contamination notice. Businesses and residents will be provided with 
warnings and educational material to aid in compliance prior to any fines being issued. 



Will my carts be inspected? 
SB 1383 requires the City or a designee to inspect containers for contamination (materials being 
placed in the wrong cart) and notify the resident of contamination while providing education. 

Enforcement 
All cities are required to meet state mandated compliance or risk financial penalties. Non-
compliant businesses and residents may receive notices of violation, penalties, and/or possible 
denials of service if contamination is seen during inspections. 




